2007 STATE EXAM REPORTS (max. points)

Sample 1

Purpose
The aim of this report is to analyse the results of a survey which was carried out among students in one region of Estonia. The survey indicates what kind of music is mostly liked and should be performed at the festival.
Forms 7-9

Firstly, the research shows that by far the largest number of students questioned prefers pop music and the smallest number of students prefers classical music. Slightly less than one out of three students prefers rap music and one fifth of the pupils questioned like rock music. A minority of those questioned prefer dance music. Pop music has always been the most popular genre among forms 7-9 in Estonia.
Forms 10-12
However, the survey indicates that musical interests among forms 10-12 are slightly different from the younger students. Pop, rock and dance music are almost equally popular among the students questioned and cover about a quarter each from the results of the questionnaire. About 18% of those questioned prefer rap music and again, classical music is the least popular genre, covering only 7% of the results.
Recommendations
In conclusion, I would recommend performing various music genres at the festival, although pop music seems to be most popular among all students. I would not recommend classical music, because the percentage of those students who prefer it is quite low.
(221 words)

Sample 2

TO: European youth union
FROM: Mari Mets

SUBJECT: Students’ musical preferences
INTRODUCTION
This report was written to analyse the results of a recent survey, which was carried out among students from forms 7 to 12. The purpose of this survey was to find out which music students prefer.
YOUNGER STUDENTS (FORMS 7-9)

The most popular genre of music among younger students is pop. This is indicated by the fact that 35% of the students preferred it. Rap is the second most popular genre of music. This is shown by the fact that 29% of the pupils chose rap music as their favourite. Rock, dance and classical music are the least popular – only 22% chose rock music, 11% dance music and 3% classical music as their favourites.
OLDER STUDENTS (FORMS 10-12)

The most popular genre of music among older students is rock. This is shown by the fact that 26% chose this as their favourite. Dance and pop music are also popular. This is indicated by the fact that 25% chose dance music and 24% pop music as their favourite. Rap and classical music are not that popular – only 18% preferred rap music and 7% classical music.
CONCLUSION

A popular genre of music among both younger and older students is pop. Based on the survey I would recommend rock and pop music to be performed at the festival.
(227 words)
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Sample 3
To: The librarian of Aru Secondary School

From: A student of Aru Secondary School

Subject: Reading habits of pupils

Date: 6 May 2006
Introduction: This report was carried out to collect information about the reading interests of the pupils of Aru Secondary School. The results are given separately for boys and girls.

Boys’ reading interests: More than half of the boys questioned were keen on reading thrillers. 29% were interested in historical novels. Poetry and romantic novels are read less, covering together about 1/5 of the boys’ reading habits.

Girls’ reading interests: The most popular types of books among the girls are romantic novels (34%). The popularity of historical novels seems to be similar to that of the boys (28%).  Thrillers are not very widely read among the girls (21%) and poetry was again the least read.

Conclusion: All in all, the reading habits of girls and boys are somewhat* different and somewhat* similar. Taking everything into account, the library should definitely buy historical novels, which are popular among both sexes. Thrillers should be bought for boys to read and romantic novels for girls. The pursuing of poetry seems to be of little importance.
(194 words)

*CORRECT: to some extent; in some ways

Sample 4
The aim of this report is to depict the reading interests of the pupils of Aru Secondary School. The report is based on a survey held among the pupils of the school.

More than a half of the boys surveyed indicated thrillers as their first choice of literature. Historical novels are holding the second position with almost 30%. Romantic novels appeal to 11% of young men and poetry to less than one tenth of boys.

Not surprisingly, more than one third of female pupils are interested in romantic novels. However, girls’ preference of historical novel is only slightly smaller than that of boys. 21% of girls are willing to read thrillers, whereas 17% prefer poetry.

Having examined the results of the poll, I would recommend the school library to buy thrillers due to the significant interest the boys of this school take in them. Slightly less money could be spent on historical novels since students of both sexes prefere those. If more resources are left, romantic novels might be considered.

(170 words)

RECOMMENDED:

· Passive Voice & other complex structures

· Subheadings for paragraphs

AVOID:

· Mentioning yourself (but: allowed in conclusion)
· The words “so” (better: considerably, greatly, remarkably etc.) and “a bit/a little” (slightly/somewhat)
· Repeating words and phrases (use synonyms instead; e.g., boys = young men = male students)

USEFUL VOCABULARY:
· The aim of this report is to...

· This report was carried out with the intention of assessing...

· The research was conducted (using a questionnaire).

· A survey was carried out among...
· ...were surveyed
· ...% (per cent) of the respondents.../those interviewed/those questioned
· Those questioned...

· ...it is clearly seen that...

· ...indicates.../...is indicated by...

· ...shows.../...is shown by...

· It is evident that...

· According to the survey,...

· ...can be considered...

· Taking all the results into account/consideration,...

· On the whole,...

· I would recommend...
· Rock, dance and classical music were favoured by 22%, 11%, and 3% of the respondents respectively.
· The majority of people interviewed prefer...

· The majority was/were in favour of... /favoured/preferred/chose ... as their favourite
· Only a small minority of students is/are interested in...

· Approximately half as many (animals were used in medical research) as (twenty years ago).
· Americans send twice as many SMSs as Europeans.
· Roughly three times fewer... fewer girls
· Around two-thirds...

· A quarter of those questioned favoured...

· Slightly less than...
· A slightly higher percentage of respondents...

· Considerably/significantly/remarkably more people...

· About the same amount of money...

· A more or less equal number of respondents...

· ... experienced a rapid/sharp/gradual decline by/of 10% in (labour force).

· The number of tourists to the resort declined by 15% last year.

· The number of students decreased from 500 to 490 this year.

· This species of bird is decreasing in numbers every year.
· Shares dropped in price by £1.

· Oil prices fluctuated between $25 and $45 a barrel.

· The population has increased from 2 million to 2.5 million.

· Share prices plummeted to an all-time low.

· Unemployment peaked at 20% in 2001.

· Sales have levelled out/off after a period of rapid growth.
UP ↑ AND DOWN ↓
· Increase – to become greater in amount, number, value, etc. ↑
· Peak – reach the highest point or value ↑
· Rise – to increase in amount or number ↑
· Rocket – to increase very quickly and suddenly ↑
· Skyrocket – to rise quickly to a very high level ↑
· Soar – to rise very quickly (about value, amount or level of sth.) ↑
· Decline – to become smaller, fewer, weaker, etc. ↓
· Decrease – to become smaller in size, number, etc. ↓
· Drop – to fall; to become weaker, lower or less ↓
· Fall – to decrease in amount, number or strength ↓
· Plummet – to plunge; to fall very quickly or suddenly from a high level or position ↓
· Fluctuate – to vary; to change frequently in size, amount, quality, etc., especially from one extreme to another ~~~~~~~~
· Level off/out – to stay at a steady level of development or progress after a period of sharp rises or falls ____________
